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REMEMBER:  Scatter Plots

REAL LIFE EXAMPLES

Conclusion? Conclusion?
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Conclusion?

line of best fit

a line that most 
closely follows a 

trend in data
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LINE OF BEST FIT
When mathematical models are used 
in the real world, we often don't have 

data that fall on perfect lines.  

Most of the time we want to find the 
line of best fit.

﴾a﴿ On the grid provided, create a 
scatterplot of the data.  Use the
diameter as the independent
variable and the height as the
dependent variable.

﴾b﴿ Draw a line of best fit through
your data. 

﴾c﴿ Write two ordered pairs that 
lie on your line.
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﴾d﴿ Determine the equation of your linear function using the two
ordered pairs from part ﴾c﴿.

﴾e﴿ Using your linear function from part ﴾d﴿, estimate, to the nearest
foot, the height of a tree given that its diameter is 14 inches.
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